
A Very Special Delivery for Thanksgiving in Fallsburg
In the early morning of November 24, 2020, the cafeteria at

Benjamin Cosor Elementary School (BCES) looked like the
Mess Hall for a Marine battalion.  It was jam packed with break-
fast and lunches of food, milk, and juice in boxes, coolers and
crates ready for delivery to school children and families.  
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Because school was closing for the Thanksgiving break, cafe-
teria staff, with the help of custodians, had assembled enough
food for four days-Tuesday through Friday.  Cafeteria workers
Cynthia May, Ken Geagley Jr. and Karen Allan were among those
wheeling heavy carts of food to several huge tables assembled
outside the Cafeteria.  Soon each table overflowed with boxes and
coolers the labels Dolphins, Squirrel, Danny (names of bus routes
or drivers that drove the routes).  (Contd. Pg. 4)

George Lewis of Rolling V Bus and FCSD cafeteria worker
Cynthia May loading one of the buses with food

FCSD cafeteria worker Rosemary Froehlich in the middle 
of the BCES cafeteria

Cafeteria workers pushing a cartload of food.



OBITUARY
Frederick "Fred" G. Turner, of
Hurleyville, passed away on Sunday,
November 29, 2020 at Garnet Medical
Center. Fred was born on September
17, 1931 in South Fallsburg, NY to
Harry G. Turner and Florence Lee
Turner. 

As a young man he worked as a
farmhand on a dairy farm. He joined
the US Army in 1951, and served in
Germany during the Korean Conflict.
On July 39, 1961, he married the love
of his life, Carol and raised a family.
Fred was employed as a truck driver for
various companies; he initially began
his career with Intercounty Feed, and
later opened his own business, Fred
Turner Sanitation. After closing that
company, he worked for Three Guys
Cement, and later finished out his driv-
ing career with Woodbourne Lawn and
Garden. Fred was a lifelong member of
the Hurleyville Fire Department, served
as Captain, and for his ongoing dedica-
tion, he was awarded Fireman of the
Year during the construction of the new
firehouse. He remained active, always
involved with the department's pancake
breakfasts and other events. He was an
avid outdoorsman who enjoyed camp-
ing, fishing, and hunting clubs. In his
younger years, he enjoyed bar hopping
and socializing with friends. Late in
life, he cherished being a grandpa and
great-grandpa and was happiest sur-
rounded by family. Fred is survived by
his beloved wife, Carol Turner; his chil-
dren, Craig Turner and his wife, Cris
and Glen Turner and his wife, Theresa;
his grandchildren, Stacey Turner,
Brandi Turner (John), Jacob Turner
(Brittney), and Derik Turner; his great-
grandchildren Skyler, Shane, Kaitlyn,
Khalil, Shahdear, and Aniya; his sib-
lings, Russ Turner, Ginger McCarthy
(Victor), Phyllis Fix (Bill), and his sis-
ter-in-law Lillian Turner. He is prede-
ceased by his son, Mark Turner, and his
brother, Lee Turner. 

A visitation will take place on
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 from
12-3 pm, followed by interment at the
Sullivan County Veteran's Cemetery in
Liberty, NY with full military honors.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in
Fred's memory may be made to the
Hurleyville Fire Department, 166 Main
Street, Hurleyville, NY12747.
Arrangements are under the care of
Colonial Memorial Funeral Home, 396
State Route 52 in Woodbourne, NY. For

additional information, please visit the
funeral home website at www.colo-
nialfamilyfuneralhomes.com or call
434-7363.

DAYS OF YORE...
Today’s History
November  29, 1950

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Distel of
Ulster Heights have twin daughters,
Kathleen and Karen, born Wednesday
at the Veterans Memorial Hospital in
Ellenyille.

Successful deer hunters in this area
include Roger Ackerley, Albert Rose,
Ray Krum, Floyd Ackerley, Claude
DePew, Theron Hasbrouck, Al
Sherman, Walter Oberti; Elwood Velie
brought home a bear.

November 23, 1960
A new 50-star flag was presented to

the Neversink firemen at their meeting
Monday evening. The flag was sent to
Archie Dean Sr. with a letter from
Congresswoman Katherine St. George.
The flag came from Washington and
had flown one day at the State Capitol.

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C.
Hasbrouck of Troy, N.Y. are the proud
parents of a daughter, Janet Lee, born
November 16th. She is the second
great-granddaughter for Mr. and Mr.
John Knight.

Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Erath were hon-
ored guests at the home of their son
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
Oland Erath on Thursday evening.
After dinner they were very pleasantly
surprised when a number of friends
and relatives arrive to help them cele-
brate their 45th Wedding Anniversary.

December 2, 1970
Michael Musso, son of Benjamin

and Rita Musso of Big Hollow Road in
Grahamsville, has earned the highest
award of the Boy Scouts of America -
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Mr. Joseph J. Kelly, Regional
Commissioner of the Social Security
Administration, has announced the
opening of an office to serve Sullivan
County residents. Mr. Kelly stated the
new full-time office is at 10 Prince St.
in the Sullivan Professional Building,
Monticello.

November 20, 1980 
Monday marked the coldest morn-

ing temperature this fall. It was 15
degrees at the foot of Lackawack Hill.

YE OLDE  TRI-VALLEY TOWNSMAN
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 

THE  TOWN OF DENNING AND 
THE  TOWN OF NEVERSINK

Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman (USPS #009 398 - ISSN 1558-
9013) will be  published weekly for $40.00 per  year  by
Gnome Home Inc.  
EDITOR: Linda Comando - 985-0501  
NEVERSINK NEWS: Hulda Vernooy
THE  SCENE  TOO  - Jane Harrison
OLIVE JAR - Carol La Monda
MYSTERIOUS BOOK REPORT - John McKenna
HER QUIRKY JOURNEY - Marilyn Borth
FALLSBURG NEWS - Larry Schafman 
MOVIE TRIVIA - Frank Comando a/k/a Knarf

Email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com  
Website: thetownsman.com

Subscription for The Townsman will be available in pdf format
and will be delivered to you each week in your emai that will be
provided by you.  The Townsman can easily be read on a comput-
er, tablet or cell phone.  The pages have been formatted so they
can be printed out as a whole paper or a single page.  We contin-
ue to encourage those who have home printers, to print out a hard
copy and perhaps pass it on to a family member or friend who
does not have a computer.
..........................................................................................

POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

1. ALL  submissions should be typewritten or in Microsoft
Word.
2. Letters should contain  no more than 300 words and must be
typewritten. They may be emailed as Microsoft Word docu-
ments.
3. Letters should offer worthwhile comments and avoid libel
or bad taste.
4. Letters must be signed with the writer's own name.  No let-
ter will be published without a signature.
5. The writer must provide his/her full name, address and tele-
phone number (for verification).  This  information will be
kept on  file in the Gnome Home Inc.  office. Telephone num-
bers will not be published. 
6. Copies of letters or third-party letters will not be accepted.

Opinions expressed in Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman
belong to the writers and are not necessarily the viewpoint
of Ye OldeTri-Valley Townsman or its staff.

To renew or receive a new subscription to the Virtual
TOWNSMAN, in your email every week,  fill out the form
below and mail it to Townsman, P O Box 232, Grahamsville,
NYor drop it in the box located on the porch of the First Aid
Building in Grahamsville.   Make checks payable to:  Ye Olde
Tri-Valley Townsman.  You may also sign up on line and  pay
with  Paypal from the  website: thetownsman.com 
NAME
ADDRESS

EMAIL
PHONE
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $40.00 PER YEAR
NEW RENEWAL/DATE EXP.  
Check #

Subscription/renewals must be received by the last
Saturday of the month preceding your renewal date to
avoid interruption of your subscription.

A change  of an email address must be  received a monthmonth
prior to change in order to make the necessary changes in our
computer system.  All changes are the responsibility of the sub-
scriber.  
ADVERTISING  RATES are based on  $2.50 per sq. in . 

ADVERTISING   DEADLINE: 
3:00 P3:00 P.M. FRIDA.M. FRIDAYS  –YS  – FIRM FIRM 

Rates are based on Camera-ready copy.  All advertising must
be  pre-paid unless other arrangements have been made.

Please send your ad copy to: tvtownsman@yahoo.com or  by
regular mail to: The Townsman, PO Box 232, Grahamsville, NY
12740

Deadline for all submissions is 3:00 p.m. Friday for the
 following week’s issue

NO   EXCEPTIONS.  All press releases/article sent by email
should be sent as Microsoft Word Documents.   Photos or graph-
ics must be in jpg  format

More than ever,   thank you for your support during these diffi-
cult times.  Wishing everyone well.
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ON THE  FRONT BURNER: Take heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time is. Mark 13:33
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Nature Column - Linda  Comando

A tribute to the memory of all of the Townsman Ladies that we have lost and loved so much… Peggy DeWire, Avril
Pappa, Joan Hall , Polly Hill, Joyce Lockhart, Jean Helthaler, Karen Curry and Barbara Slater.

The Magic of the Perfect Christmas Tree

Maybe you will be among the many who will head up to the Gotsch Christmas Tree Farm this week and cut your own Christmas
Tree (or pick a tree that has already been cut) and get it ready to bring into your home for the holidays.

Our family has many great memories of doing just that - cutting down our very own special Christmas Tree.  In the midst of all
the beautiful evergreen trees, the frost nipped at our fingers and toes while we went from tree to tree to decide which one was the
perfect tree for us. 

In reality every evergreen is the perfect Christmas Tree.  Just think - as cold and dark
as winter  might be, a Christmas Tree remains green the year around. - thus they are
named, “Evergreens”.

Once evergreens covered the whole world.  It took millions of years  for the ever-
green trees to perfect  three magic tricks on behalf of all evergreen trees to come.

The first and most important is photosynthesis or transforming sunlight into green
chlorophyll. 

Think of one sunbeam composed of tiny particles of electromagnetic radiation ener-
gy called photons.  Each wee little photon has zero rest mass and charge plus spin of
one.  Sound a little 'out there'?   That is how it changes sunlight into chlorophyll - a
technology called photonics.  Here's what happens:

As a sunbeam shines on a pine needle filled with water, the photons radiant energy
splits each molecule of water into hydrogen and oxygen.  The oxygen is discarded back
into the air.  The hydrogen mixes with air inside the needle or leaf and builds a new molecule of chlorophyll, which is a carbohy-
drate (sugar).  The whole process takes thirty seconds!

To split the water molecule requires the color bands of red, orange and blue - from the rainbow light spectrum.  Only these col-
ors transform light into chlorophyll or a carbohydrate (sugar).  The middle of the rainbow, where green is located is mostly reflect-
ed.  This is why a pine needle looks green.

Evergreen trees store little packages of carbohydrates as liquid sugar cells everywhere in the tree - needles, limbs, trunk, bark and
roots - and in cold weather convert the sugar into an alcoholic substance slow to freeze.  Pioneers  actually made a tasty drink called
Spruce Beer by boiling young twig tips in water and adding molasses and yeast to taste.

The second magic trick performed by evergreens is transporting the alcohol throughout the whole tree in long pipeline cells whose
woody sidewalls thicken in winter weather.

The last trick is that all evergreens except tamarack and cypress keep sap flowing through needles year around.  Broadleaf trees
by contrast make cork cells at the end of the leaf stem, thus blocking water and causing the leaf to drop off in autumn.  Not the
Evergreen - they simply look elegantly green all year around making them very special this time of the year, especially after a new
snowfall.

We are so fortunate living in the Catskills.  With so many evergreen trees in our forests and countryside, despite the cold and dark-
ness of winter, we are certain to begin to feel the magic of Christmas knowing  that evergreems are just as green now as they were
on a sunny day last summer!

May your  holidays  be a little brighter every time you see and feel the magic of another Christmas Tree whether it is in your
home, in a neighbor's window or front yard and don't forget all of those who filled with the same magic, stand tall and green in our
forests and countryside!

O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
How lovely are thy branches
O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
How lovely are thy branches
Not only green when summer's here
But also when it's cold and drear
O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
How lovely are thy branches

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree!
Thou tree most fair and lovely!
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree!
Thou tree most fair and lovely!
Thou dost proclaim the Savior's birth,
Good will to men and peace on earth.

Household Hints:
Use Vinegar to Make  New Christmas Ornaments Look Vintage 

Vintage Christmas decor is very popular this year, so why not make your traditional glass Christmas ornaments look more vin-
tage?  Simply make a mixture of half vinegar and half water then put your ornaments in the mixture for about 30 seconds. Rinse after-
ward and the vinegar should have dissolved some of the ornament's painted surface

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree!
Thou tree most fair and lovely.
A symbol of goodwill and love
You'll ever be unchanging
Each shining light
Each silver bell
No one alive spreads cheer so well
Oh Christmas tree, Oh Christmas tree,



A Very Special Delivery for
Thanksgiving in Fallsburg

(From Pg. 1) But that was not all.  A Single Bite, the non-profit
established by Foster Supply Hospitality, was providing 24 families in
FCSD with four days of hot prepared meals. FCSD had chosen the spe-
cial families through its social workers and guidance department staffs.
They were delivered to BCES by driver Alan Smith in a Rolling V Van
just prior to the arrival of his co-workers in the dozens of buses that
started lining up at 8:30 AM to load up.  Among the delicacies were
roast turkey breast, sweet potatoes, green beans, corn bread and two
different kinds of salsa.

Sims and Kirsten Foster founded A Single Bite “to teach why real
food is important and to empower young people to care about food
they eat and where it comes from.”  Through the assistance and coor-
dination of Fallsburg Central Schools, other school districts and serv-
ice agencies, like Rotary, Elks and Lions, the Fosters reached their
milestone of distributing more than 50,000 servings of food to their
neighbors in Sullivan County last week.  

Dr. Aleta Lymon, Family & Community Liaison from FCSD, was
the point person supervising the November 24 herculean effort.  A
Single Bite thanked Executive Chef Peter Yurosits, Executive Director
Audrey Gorro, Program Manager Anastasia Ocheretina and the dozens
of volunteers and donors that made their efforts possible.

Many people were tired by mid-morning as they cleaned up the
BCES Cafeteria and removed all the pallets and debris from the load-
ing area.  And they were smiling because they were grateful for all the
work that would bring a lot of smiles to faces of the children they
serve.

Senator Jen Metzger Concedes
in Race for the 42nd District

Hudson Valley and Catskills...Three weeks after Election Day, most
of approximately 30,000 absentee and affidavit ballots have been
counted in the contest for New York's 42nd State Senate District, and
Senator Jen Metzger has conceded the race. Metzger picked up a
majority of the votes counted after election day, and the final margin
will be less than one percentage point when the remaining ballots are
counted. 

Senator Metzger has issued the following statement:

“Serving the people of the Hudson Valley and Catskills as State
Senator these past two years has been the great honor of my life. I am
so grateful to have had the opportunity to bring about positive change
that improves people's lives in this unique place we all love. I want to
thank my dedicated and hardworking staff, as well as my campaign
team and the hundreds of volunteers who made our people-powered
campaign a purposeful and steady force down to the very end.

“In January, Mike Martucci will take this seat in the State Senate,
and I wish him the best in his new position, because we all deserve
good representation, regardless of our political point of view. Until
then, I will serve the remainder of my time in office with the same
energy and commitment I've given this job for the last two years. We
cannot stop fighting for the dignity and well-being of all people in our
communities. Whatever positive change we make in the world, we
make together."

Jen Metzger represents the 42nd Senate District, which includes all
of Sullivan County and parts of Delaware, Orange, and Ulster
Counties. www.jenmetzger.com 

Senator-Elect Mike
Martucci Clinches

Victory Over
Incumbent State

Senator Jen Metzger
Martucci's Families First Agenda and Fight
Against Radical Bail Elimination Resonates

With Voters Who Demand Change and a
Restoration of Balance to Albany 

Goshen, NY (November 24, 2020) - Sealing the
deal on an overwhelming election night domi-
nance, Mike Martucci's lead held through three
weeks of mail-in voting and court challenges to
become the next State Senator for the 42nd
District. 

Senator-Elect Martucci overcame a significant
democrat enrollment advantage, as well as being
drastically outspent by almost 3 to 1 by the demo-
crat establishment and special interest dark money
that fought tooth and nail to retain the seat. In the
end, Martucci's Families First Agenda, and oppo-
sition to the senate democrats' radical agenda that
included disastrous bail elimination, raising taxes
on the middle-class and ignoring the needs of our
farmers drew the support of voters from across the
aisle and propelled his victory in what many
believed to be the most contested state legislative
race this election cycle. (Contd. Pg. 10)
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The Man In Milan
Mysterious Book Report No. 422

by John Dwaine McKenna
An execution-style murder of an Italian air force officer and diplomat on

Sutton Place – in one of New York City's most expensive mid-Manhattan neigh-
borhoods-begins author Vito Rancanelli's electrifying new thriller entitled, The
Man in Milan, (Polis Books, $26.99, 336 pages, ISBN 978-1-951709-11-1).

As NYPD Detective Paul Rossi and his partner, Detective Hamilton P.
Turner investigate however, they're pulled ever-deeper into an intriguing and sin-

ister plot with political overtones and roots that go back decades . . . to the worst air disaster in
Italian history.  Eighty-one souls were lost when an airline crashed on the island of Ustica, between
the shin of Italy and the island of Sicily, in June of 1980.  The cause of the crash has never been
determined, but foul play may have occurred, because Russian-backed Libyan MiG fighters, French
Mirages, as well as NATO and Italian warplanes were all in the same airspace at the time.  It's sus-
pected that a crime may have been committed and covered up . . . but no one knows for certain . . .
because the Italian Government continues to investigate but still hasn't determined a cause, more
than twenty years after the crash.  And the man who was assassinated in NYC?  His name was Gaetano Muro, and he was flying
an Italian fighter jet in the melee where the ill-fated airliner went down.

Trying to fit together the pieces of an insanely complex puzzle Rossi and Turner are thwarted by the NYPD bureaucracy and
stonewalled, obfuscated and misled by the Italian Consulate in New York City.  The two detectives are joined by Gaetano Muro's
sister Laura, a policewoman from Italy who comes to America to claim her brother's body and return it to the old country for bur-
ial.  And that's when another element known as the Gladio, a powerful and shadowy Italian political cabal whose tentacles extend
all the way across the Atlantic Ocean to the innermost circles of New York's political, social and ruling classes steps in to try and
prevent the Sutton Place murder from ever being solved.

Based in part on actual events, The Man in Milan is stuffed full of action, intrigue and enough plot twists to satisfy Niccolo
Machiavelli himself, and announces the arrival of a major new talent in thriller fiction.  Read it for yourself and see why the MBR
is calling it one of the best first novels we've seen in quite some time! 

Like the review?  Let your friends know, You saw it in the Mysterious Book Report, because the greatest compliment you can
give is to share our work with others.

And Hey!  Check out our combined website that's simple to use and easy as pie to leave your comments!  We're looking for-
ward to hearing from all of you.

http://Johndwainemckenna.com   or   http://Mysteriousbookreport.com

Interview With The Author: Vito Racanelli
by  John Dwaine McKenna

Today's guest is a newsman, foreign correspondent and bureau chief turned thriller writer named
Vito Rancanelli, whose new novel,  The Man in Milan, is reviewed in Mysterious Book Report No. 422.
His insights reflect his vast work experience and a continental point-of-view that will present our fans
and MBR readers with a refreshing new perspective on the writer's craft.  With many thanks for join-

ing us today . . . here's Vito Rancanelli.  Our first question
is:

Take us through The Man in Milan's publishing journey.
How long did it take?

The actual writing took about a year including a six-
month sabbatical from work, and not counting the publish-
er/agent suggested changes, which took another few
months. Then it took a few years for a publisher to bite.

Where do you get most, some, or any of your story ideas from? What inspired The Man
in Milan?

I have many short stories published (you can find them on my website, vitora-
canelli.com). Some are ripped from the headlines but many just come to me, often
inspired by things I observe.

In the case of The Man in Milan, the kernel of the story is based on a real event,
the downing of an airliner in Italy in 1980. This period was called Gli Anni di Piomobo,
or the Years of Lead (the 1970-80s saw a great deal of terrorism in Italy). The investi-
gation dragged on and on and it seemed that the authorities didn't want it solved. That
intrigued me. The rest is in the novel.  (Contd. Pg.  13)
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Almost Christmas
While I was busy giving birth to my second son, my mother and sis-

ter volunteered, maybe not volunteered...perhaps were conscripted, to
take care of my older son who was waist-deep into the terrible two's.
They admitted, later, that they were exhausted, so they tried turning the
clock ahead and do all feeding, bathing, and putting him to bed ahead
of schedule so they could be done with the boundless energy of a tod-
dler.  It didn't work. If fact, if anything, they all just got crankier.

Well, I think we are suffering a communal exhaustion with 2020 and
the Pandemic.  I am noticing that we are trying the same technique of fast-forwarding time to get
the task done.  Usually, I wait until the turkey leftovers are gone until I start dragging out the Christmas decorations, but I noticed that
neighbors started pre-Thanksgiving and some, since we skipped Trick Or Treat, went right from fall foliage to Santa's realm.
With a vaccine on the cusp and an election year stuck in endless inertia, people are just looking to the future days of sociability, well-
being and calm.  Our response is to look to the New Year.  The holiday season stands in the way of the calendar replacement.

Facebook is aglow with pictures of decorated trees and tree-fetching traditions. I would always put my tree up a week before
Christmas but, in recent years, my husband and I would go to Aruba in mid-December which allowed me to relinquish my festoon-
ing, baking, and tree-decorating duties.  We sadly postponed that trip to the spring when travel might be safer.  So now, I have joined
the throngs of neighbors who have disposed of pumpkins, hung wreaths, put up lights, and ordered gifts on Black Friday.
I must admit that treasured ornaments and beloved holiday trappings make me feel cozy but it is bittersweet, for I know this season
will be different without our Aruba trip, without cookie exchanges, without Breakfast with Santa, without holiday fairs, without par-
ties, without shopping in stores, and without gathering in an extended group.

Here's hoping the magic of the season can put a ray of hope into the dark weeks ahead that we face as the number of infections in
Ulster County begin to rise.  Time to recapture that Christmas glow in memories from the past and hope for the future.

The FamilyMemoir, PROSILIO...
... in Greek means "Toward the Sun," was
written by Carol Olsen LaMonda.  Carol

writes the column "The
Olive Jar" for Ye  O l d e
T r i - V a l l e y
Townsman. This local
author has been busy
guesting at book clubs
who have chosen this
local memoir as their
book choice.  Feel the
warmth of “Prosilio” as
you read Carol’s mem-
oirs cuddled up in your
favorite chair.  It also
makes a great gift!
Prosilio is available at

Amazon or Barnes and Noble on-line as a
soft or hard cover  or  as  a  download-
able  e-book for Nook or Kindle. Go to:
http://amazon.com or http://barnesandno-
ble.com and type in Prosilio in the search
to order  your copy of Prosilio
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The Olive Jar
By Carol Olsen LaMonda

http://amazon.com
http://barnesandno-ble
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Web: http://www.supbldsup.com

Open Mon.-Fri. ‘til 5 P.M., Sat. ‘til 1 P.M.
Rte. 55, Mutton Hill Rd., Neversink, NY 12765

Call Today For The Quote 
On Your Next Building Project

Distributors of Quality Building Supplies
Alside Vinyl Products, U.S. Plastic Lumber, Superseal
Vinyl Windows, Survivor Vinyl Windows, Weathershield
Windows, Therma Tru Doors, Fabral Metal Roofing,
Atas Commercial Metal Roofing, Seamless Gutters,
Dietrich Metal Wall Systems, Dow Foam Insulation,
Guardian Fiberglas Insulation, Cedar Pressure
Treated and Common Lumber and Wood Sidings,
DeWalt Power Tools.  Do it Best Paint, Hardware and More.

(845) 985-7693 • Fax: (845) 985-7697

https://matthewspharmacy.com

HOURS:
Mon - Fri  9 am - 6 pm

Sat  9 am - 3 pm

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com

http://www.supbldsup.com
https://matthewspharmacy.com
http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com


TRENDING in Ulster County
December 2020

Ongoing ONLINE EVENTS - Pine Hill Community Center: Sign up for
virtual  yoga, learn to speak Spanish, watercolor, pilates and more. 845-  254-
5469; pinehillcommunitycenter.org 
Dec. 4 Ninth Annual Snowflake Festival, Kingston – CANCELED 
Dec 4 39th Annual Woodstock Holiday Open House – CANCELED.
Woodstock. 845-679-6234; woodstockchamber.com 
Dec 4 Ninth Annual Snowflake Festival, Kingston – CANCELED.   
Dec 4 Saugerties First Friday: Every  month in the village of Saugerties,
businesses stay open late and offer special activities and discounts to visitors.
5-8 p.m. Partition, Market and Main streets, Saugerties;
facebook.com/saugertiesscene 
Dec. 5 Fifth Annual Fire Truck Parade Hosted by The Wawarsing
Wassail,  Ellenville, Napanoch and Wawarsing: Joshua R. Peters
Memorial Electric Fire Truck Parade.  All fire/rescue groups, businesses,
organizations, families and individuals are encouraged to participate.
Participants must be on  vehicles. Decorate apparatus, fleet vehicles, flatbeds,
pickup trucks, cars – whatever you have with holiday lights (required). There
will  be a longer route to encourage social distancing. A great family event. 5
p.m. Email ewycny@yahoo.com or info@ewcoc.com. 845-  647-4620;
ewcoc.com. For map and details visit: facebook.com/The-Wawarsing-
Wassail-260700854771745 
Dec. 5 Winter Wonderland Parade, Port Ewen, Town of Esopus – CAN-
CELED 
Dec 5 & 9  ONLINE EVENT - Eighth Annual Made in Kingston: Eclectic
mix of art and artisanal goods. Pop up Artists and Makers Market  
Dec. 5 and 19 at the Kingston Outdoor Farmer’s Market at County

Courthouse parking lot. Entrance on John and Wall Street,
10  a.m.-2 p.m. madeinkingstonny.com;
facebook.com/madeinkingston 
Dec.  2-6, 9-13, 16-20,  23, 26, 27  The Dorsky Museum
in December: Visit the Dorsky’s website for a complete list
of exhibitions and online lectures. Now open: 11  a.m.-5
p.m. Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art, SUNY New Paltz, 1
Hawk Drive, New Paltz. 845-257-3844;
newpaltz.edu/museum 
Dec 4-6, 11-13, 18-20, 26, 27  A Frosty Fest - a family-fun
holiday light spectacular featuring over one million lights,
as well as Meet & Greet with Dasher the Reindeer, Frosty's
Musical Light Show, Candy Cane Lane, Frosty's Enchanted
Forest (Drive Thru), Glistening Gardens, Magical Mansion,
Frosty's Magical 3D Adventure, Outdoor Photos with Santa
(subject to weather), Blizzard the Polar Bear, gift shops and
tasty treats. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday evenings, includ-
ing December 26 and 27. Closed Christmas Day. Visit web-
site for hours. afrostyfest.com Reservations required. Magic
Moon Farm Inc. dba A Frosty Fest, 778 Broadway (Route
9W), Ulster Park. 845- 339-2666; afrostyfest.com  
Dec 4-6, 11-13, 18- 20, 26, 27 Hudson River Maritime
Museum: “Rescuing the River: 50 Years of
Environmental Activism on the Hudson,” highlights the
growth of an environmental consciousness in the Hudson
River Valley and chronicles the rise of organizations dedi-
cated to environmental stewardship. Hours: noon-5 p.m.,
Fri.-Sun. Check website for closures. 50 Rondout Landing,
Kingston. 845-338-0071; hrmm.org 
Dec 5 Winter Wonderland Parade, Port Ewen, Town of
Esopus – CANCELED.
Dec 5 High Falls Tree and Menorah Lighting: Sponsored
by the High Falls Civic Association. A program of holiday
songs, poetry and  readings. Tree and menorah lighting at
5:30 p.m. Santa will help usher in the season. Route 213 and
Second Street, High Falls. Check to confirm event: face-
book.com/highfallscivicassociation  (Contd. Pg.  18)
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Ben Knight
845-985-0516 • 845-665-3348

Fall Cleanups
Firewood 

Buy from the best
Don’t be undercut by the rest

Pruning
• Shrubs • Fruit Trees • Ornamental Trees

Custom Complete Lawn Care • Edging 
Raised Flowerbeads • Mulching • Light Landscaping  

Over 20 years experience 
Residential and Commercial 

Fully Insured
Check out our website:

http://wwwbloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
“If it grows by day, have it cut & split by Knight”

http://wwwbloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
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Chris Parrow Pottery
Gifts

Holiday Shop
Clearance

Open Weekends 11 to 5
Or by calling 845-985-7564

218 Twins Haven Road
(Off Lackawack Hill Road)

Masks and Social Distancing are requested

“It's A Wonderful Life”
1940's Virtual Radio Show

The Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop presents “It's a
Wonderful Life” 1940's Virtual Radio Show by Joe Landry, bring-
ing back the sparkle and the magic of the holidays from days gone
by…  George Bailey is a small-town man with so many problems
that he is contemplating a Yuletide suicide. George's life is played
back to us in flashback - his dashed hopes of travelling the world;
his romance with childhood sweetheart Mary; his protecting the
town from the avarice of the evil banker Potter with his own sav-
ings and loan company. When his company is dashed to ruin,
George is about to throw himself off a bridge but his Angel,
Clarence Oddbody, gives him the chance to see what the world
would be like without him.  

Directed by Harold Tighe of Monticello, Producer & Performer
- Heather Strauss of Glen Wild, Stage Manager & Performer -
Hannah Veety of Tri-Valley, Sound Tech - Ethan King of Rondout,
and a wonderful cast starring Shawn Bailey Sr. of Mileses, Jean
Eifert of Wolf Lake, Sally Gladden of Woodridge, Keith Prince of
Woodbourne, Tim Reid of Liberty, Kristopher Rosengrant of
Grahamsville and Charley Trowbridge of Jersey City.  Spend some
family time this holiday season and enjoy this exuberant, charm-
ing, and imaginative “live” show - a must see for all.

In keeping with COVID precautions and regulations, this will
be a virtual production

Tickets are $7.95 and Showtimes are December 11th & 12th at
8pm and December 13th at 2pm
Show will be broadcast thru WWW.BroadwayOnDemand.com 
Tickets may be purchased thru WWW.BroadwayOnDemand.com
or WWW.SCDW.NET and login to  “It's A Wonderful Life”.
Questions?  Call 845-436-5336
SCDW NEW MAILING ADDRESS

P.O. Box 433, So. Fallsburg, Ny 12779
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http://www.ramickelsonandson.com

Senator-Elect Mike Martucci Clinches Victory
Over Incumbent State Senator Jen Metzger

(From Pg. 4)
“I am honored and humbled by the support and trust given to me by the vot-

ers of the district,” Martucci said. “We built a multi-party coalition of families
and community advocates, farmers and law enforcement, laborers and business
owners, who recognized that Albany must change its practices and priorities to
better meet the needs of New Yorkers during these most challenging times. It's
time to harness the resources of Albany to help forgotten upstate communities and
rebuild the Empire State. There is much more to New York state than New York
City and I plan on making sure Albany is made aware of it.”

Martucci added, “I would also like to thank Senator Metzger for a spirited
campaign and for her years of service.  My staff and I look forward to working
with Senator Metzger and her team as we facilitate a transition focused on the
needs of the 42nd state senate district.” 

About Mike Martucci: Mike is a small businessman who employed hundreds
of people locally at his former company, Quality Bus Service, which was respon-
sible for safely transporting thousands of school children each day in and near
the 42nd senate district.  Mike and his wife Erin own a small family-farm in the
Town of Westtown, so he understands the importance of supporting local farmers,
and protecting our environment. Mike and Erin established a family foundation
to support local women and children in need, educational opportunities, job cre-
ation, and agriculture initiatives.  Mike and Erin have three children and live in
the Town of Wawayanda. Mike earned his MBA and BS at Marist College and
graduated with honors from SUNY Orange, he is also a Board member of the
SUNY Orange Foundation which provides college scholarships for students.  The
42nd state senate district comprises Sullivan county, and parts of Orange, Ulster,
and Delaware counties.  Click for full bio: www.Martucci4Senate.com

SC Legislature News from Robert A. Doherty, Chairman SC Legislature
We Don’t Budget by a Crystal Ball

- Robert A. Doherty, Chairman Sullivan County Legislature
Losing upwards of $2 million in originally anticipated sales tax revenue Setting
aside $2.5 million in anticipation of a 20% drop in State aid across the board
Collecting $2.5 million from the Energy Tax

Incorrect.
Despite the author's insistence that this cannot be blamed on COVID-19, I can

say - with certainty - that coronavirus dealt us a hard blow.
Yes, things are not as bad as they could have been, but this virus has had an

undeniable fiscal impact, one that will continue long after a vaccine has been
developed and distributed.

Hey, it closed the casino for almost half the year, leading to a projected loss
of $1.5 million otherwise due us in gaming revenue. If anyone tells you we should
have figured that in to our 2020 Budget, ask them for their crystal ball.

The proposed 2021 Sullivan County budget does rely on projected gaming
revenue of $1.5 million. It also takes into account these significant projections:
Will all this ultimately happen? I have no idea.
None of us do, to be honest.
Budgets are tricky - you have to guess even when you'd rather not. But I trust our
County Manager and Budget Office team when they give me their best guess . . .
because it's an educated one.

Expanding the enjoyment of our
most popular park

Our Parks Director Brian Scardefield has
roamed the hills surrounding Lake Superior

State Park
in Bethel
(which we
operate),
s cou t ing
out new
trails to
d e b u t !
T h e s e
may fi-
n a l l y
m a k e
some sce-
nic spots
& the
p a r k ' s
l e s s e r -
k n o w

lake, Chestnut Ridge Pond, easily accessible.

http://www.ramickelsonandson.com


Her Quirky Journey 
-Marilyn Borth

http://www.herquirkyjourney.com

5 Best Cities to Move to in
the US (During the

Pandemic)

I've noticed recently that in our
area of New York State, a lot of peo-

ple are getting up and out. This phe-
nomenon could be due to a number of reasons. People
are tired of the ever-rising cost of living, they're retir-
ing and want to go somewhere warm, they fear
LEGOLand and what it may bring, and/or real estate is
a-booming right now. Honestly, there are heaps of rea-
sons for people to be leaving New York State.

However, my favorite reason has to be that so many
people are making their living digitally. Considering
I've been a digital nomad for a while now, you know
I'm all sorts of excited about this reason alone!

Therefore, people are picking up their stuff and
moving to all ends of the country! So, what are the best
places for Americans to move to right now? Here are
the top five places for those who want to move some-
where else in the US: 

5. Raleigh and Durham, North Carolina
While spending about a week in these two cities, I
could see what all the fuss was about! Both are wide-
spread, yet welcoming and close knit cities. The job
market is high in both, weather is near perfect, and cost
of living is definitely lower than here!

4. Portland, Oregon
A charming city with manageable public transportation,
unique food, excellent coffee (you know I'm interest-
ed!), international cuisine, and safety. Need I say more?

3. Nashville, Tennessee 
Nashville is home to legendary musical artists of all
genres. That, and it has some outstanding cafes and one
of the best nightlife scenes in the US. Oh, and a great
cost of living.

2. Denver, Colorado
Denver offers more than just the Rockies and skiiing. It
has a low unemployment rate, thriving restaurant and
music scenes, great schools, a low crime rate, and won-
derful weather. What else could you ask for?

1. Austin, Texas
I have my eye on you, Austin. Recently, I stopped here
during my road trip a few months ago and fell in love!
The nature, relaxed atmosphere, food, diverse people,
cost of living, weather… It really cannot be beat!

There are tons of alluring places to move to in the
US, but these are just the top 5 cities the US is offering
right now. So, if you're planning on moving, definitely
give these places a lot of consideration!

The Scene Too
- Jane Harrison

So why are you seeing a picture of aluminum foil, you ask.  At the
beginning of November, I remarked to a friend that I was having a
tough time finding aluminum foil, so they got this great 200 ft roll for
me.  Somewhere.  I didn't ask. They were coming up from Florida,
camping in the woods for 2 weeks as quarantine before coming into
New York.   This a brand I didn't recognize and after some recent
research, I couldn't find it anywhere around here.  So that's the back
story.

Bottom line is alert everyone you know.  I used it for the first time
to line a baking sheet to bake chicken thighs.  I thought it was weird
that I had to wash the pan…isn't that why one lines them?  But I did-
n't think much about it, thinking maybe I'd torn it flipping the chicken.

BUT then I used it to cover a plate of Thanksgiving leftovers…you
know, that plate that you make for later so you don't have to go into six
different storage dishes.  So around 7, I took the plate out of the fridge,
uncovered it…and found gray gooey splotches on my food.  Holding
up the sheet of foil, it had all these holes in it.  It seemed it had MELT-
ED anywhere it touched food!  But just to make sure, I wrapped part
of a heel of bread over night in the fridge.  Same thing.

I spoke to customer service, gave them the bar code numbers but
they had me searching the entire box for a lot number.  THERE WAS-
N'T ONE.  This is billed as an 'economy' foil.  It's very thin.  And the
fact there is no lot number (a number assigned to a manufacturing
batch) makes me think whoever makes this, scrimped on materials to
cash in on the pandemic buying panic.  Food is hard to come by for the
many Americans who have lost their jobs, and it's unconscionable that
these same people used this to wrap whatever food they had purchased
with whatever little money they had!!...A fact that I conveyed strong-
ly to customer service.

They offered to send me a
coupon for my 'trouble'.  Really?

I haven't had a lot of time to
work on my projects since I'm doing
another deep clean and clean out of
my apartment….a project of anoth-
er kind.  As you can see, I HAVE
made some progress.  (No, my legs
are not swollen, just a really bad
camera angle).  Missy Mags has
claimed the Penance coverlet.  It's
too big to work on comfortably any-
where other than its designated
home on the bed. (Contd. Pg. 12) 
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http://www.tothepoint.50megs.com

The Scene Too
(From Pg. 11) 

I hope you all had a good Thanksgiving.  Mine was quiet
too.  But I did do a lot of reflective thinking on what I have
to be thankful for.  Here's just a few..

I'm grateful I didn't have to worry about keeping Uncle
'CoVid is a Hoax' Jeff and Cousin 'Dancing in the Street after
Election Results' Jessie separate.  I'm speaking metaphori-
cally, but I know people who were worrying about this in
July.

I'm grateful I could afford to make a tiny feast to share
with my neighbor, and by 'share' I mean make a heaping
plate, leave it by the door and text I had done this.

I'm grateful that I have an abundance of yarn to make
things and fingers that work and eyesight to see what I'm
doing.  

I'm grateful that I have really good friends and a really
close, no drama family.

And I'm grateful for all of you.  Thank you for letting me
a part of your day.

There's a craft show out in Narrowsburg if you're up for a
ride or just want to get out of the house.  It will be in the
gymnasium so plenty of space to social distance.
Narrowsburg Union Craft Show , 7 Erie Ave, Narrowsburg
Phone: 845-252-3100
Masks are required.  
Friday, Dec 4 and Saturday Dec 5 from 12pm to 7
Sunday Dec 6 from 12pm to 4

Oh, and I'd better say I'm grateful for the cats.  If I don't,
they will know.  They WILL know.
Stay safe, stay strong.
Until next time……

311 East Broadway • Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 796-1039

Go to: http://www.amazon.com
then type In the Spirit of Sumi-e

http://www.firstclassformalwear.com

http://www.firstclassformalwear.com
http://www.tothepoint.50megs.com
http://www.amazon.com
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Interview With The Author: 
Vito Racanelli

by  John Dwaine McKenna
(From Pg. 5)
Who inspired you to write? 

Technically my 7th grade teacher, Mrs. Hogan. But actu-
ally, it was my parents, who both came from immigrant back-
grounds. They instilled in me a heavy desire to read and write.

What makes a character compelling?

Character flaws, as they help readers feel for and even
identify with the character, and grit.  

What makes a character despicable?

An evil nature, or doing bad things, but I think a lack of
passion and compassion are at the top, because it makes the
character less human.

What type of scene is most difficult for you to write?

Frankly, sex scenes.

What's your next project?

A sequel to The Man in Milan. I've already got the basic
challenge/premise for Paul and Hamilton to work out, and
chapter 1, but I'm also working on a novel about an Italian
soldier's journey home during WW2.

Bonus questions

Do you have any other comments, suggestions, tips, anec-
dotes, quotes or inspirational material you'd like to share?

This might sound hackneyed, but never give up if you
want to be a writer. It is already hard enough to be a writer. I
have seen many good writers give up. I believe there are three
factors to success in the arts: talent, persistence and luck. Any
two will do.

Where can you be reached on the World Wide Web?

Through my website vitoracanelli.com.

* * *

Buy Links:
h t t p s : / / w w w . a m a z o n . c o m / M a n - M i l a n - V i t o
Racanelli/dp/195170911X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ALOC-
QG406VS9&dchild=1&keywords=vito+racanelli&qid=1595
334350&sprefix=vito+raca%2Caps%2C152&sr=8-1

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-man-in-milan-vito-
racanelli/1136290866?ean=9781951709112

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781951709112  

About the Author

Vito Racanelli's short stories have appeared in numerous
publications, including the Akashic Books' “Mondays Are
Murder” series; the Boiler; the Literarian; Newtown Literary;

KGB Bar Lit Magazine; Brilliantflashfiction.com; Dark Corners;
a “great weather for Media” short story collection, and River and
South Review. His works have also been performed at Liar's
League NYC and broadcast by BBC4, as part of its Sunday after-
noon story series.

His “A Trip to the Trees Place," was nominated for a Pushcart
Prize. He was a 2013 and 2018 Fish Publishing Flash Fiction
Story Prize finalist, placed a “notable” story in the Gemini 2016
Short Story contest, and was a participant in the 2013 Pen World
Festival.

Vito's non-fiction has appeared in The Wall Street Journal,
The Newark Star Ledger, and San Francisco Chronicle, and the
Far Eastern Economic Review, among other newspapers. He is a
Barron's Staff Writer, and is regularly interviewed by U.S. and
European TV and radio programs such as WABC, BBC, and
CNBC. He was the Associated Press-Dow Jones News Bureau
Chief, in Italy 2/94-10/9, and led the bureau's wide range of cov-
erage of Italian financial markets and news. Visit his website at:
http://vitoracanelli.com.

Town of Shandaken, Ulster County
Wilderness Search

On Nov. 15 at 11:30 a.m., Forest Ranger Martin was flagged
down by a member of the Shandaken Police Department report-
ing a search for an overdue hiker. At 12 p.m., Ranger Martin
arrived at the parking area used to enter the Slide Mountain
Wilderness Area where the hiker's vehicle had been located. 

Shandaken Police reported that the 47-year-old hiker from
Chichester had entered the woods on Nov. 14 for a day hike,
but later notified his landlord he would be forced to spend the
night. 

At 12:10 p.m. on Nov. 15, the missing hiker sent another set
of coordinates to his landlord,  plotting him within one-quarter
mile from the original coordinates. 

Forest Rangers Martin and Rusher entered the woods at
12:15 p.m., and at 1:50 p.m.,  located the hiker at 2,200 feet
elevation on the eastern shoulder of Cornell Mountain. 

The hiker indicated he attempted to bushwhack up to the
Wittenberg/Cornell/Slide trail after arriving at the trailhead late
and failing to meet up with a hiking group traversing Moon
Haw to Woodland Valley. His bushwhack short-cut took him
into the cliffs of Cornell,  preventing him from reaching the
designated trail. With light fading, the hiker found his head-
lamp batteries corroded and noticed he had lost his GPS while
hiking. Utilizing a space blanket, he spent the night under a
rock ledge in below-freezing temperatures. 

By 2 p.m., the hiker was warmed enough to continue hiking.
All units were out of the woods by 3:20 p.m.

Sign up for a Catskill Fly Fishing
Museum  Education Program 

in December!
Great Holiday Gift  Fly Tyed Earrings
Create a beautiful pair of fly tyed earrings with Paul Sinicki.
Similar to tying fishing flies but with soft wire, these make great
handmade holiday gifts. 
2.5 hour class All materials included 10 person limit - masks
required $30 non-members $25 members Saturday December 5
10:30am-1pm (Contd. Pg. 21)

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-man-in-milan-vito-racanelli/
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781951709112
http://vitoracanelli.com
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Answers on page 21

Spritz Christmas Tree Cookies
1 cup butter

1 cup white sugar
1 egg

2 2/3 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
4 drops green  food coloring

In a large bowl, cream together the but-
ter and white sugar until light and fluffy.
Beat in the egg, then stir in the vanilla
and food coloring. Combine the flour and
salt; stir into the sugar mixture. Cover
dough, and chill for at least one hour.
Chill cookie sheets. Preheat oven to 400
degrees F (200 degrees C). Press dough
out of cookie press using Christmas tree
attachment onto ungreased, chilled cook-
ie sheets. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes in the
preheated oven, or until lightly golden at
the edges. Remove from cookie sheets to
cool on wire racks.

OOhh  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee,,  OOhh  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee - L. Comando
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KKiiddss ’’     
HHooll iiddaayy

FFuunn    PPaaggee
-- L. Comando

What are five differences between
the two pictures?

Can you help Santa find the right path
through the tree farm to  his house?

Follow the dots to see
another pretty
Christmas Tree
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LEGALS/PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

FREE NOTARY, PHOTOCOPIES 
AND FAXING IN GRAHAMSVILLE

William A. Brenner, attorney in Grahamsville, New
York, has a sign on his office lawn stating: "Due to
Crisis, FREE Notary, Photocopies and Faxing."

This free community service is to assist older
townsfolk and families without computers who have
been affected by new federal and state assistance
forms and pension and court forms requiring nota-
rized signatures and immediate filing.
William A. Brenner
Intersection of Route 55 and 42
Grahamsville, NY 12740

TRENDING in Ulster
County December 2020

(From Pg. 8) 
5-12 ONLINE EVENT - 30th Annual Craft, Art and
Design Fair: Quality handcrafted gift items, ceramics,
jewelry, fiber, woodwork and  more. Unison Arts, 68
Mountain Rest Road, New Paltz. 845-255-1559;
unisonarts.org 
Dec.  5, 6, 12, 13, 19,  20  The Catskill Christmas
Express will take passengers on a wonderous trip through
the Catskill Forest to Santa’s Workshop at the  North Pole.
(Polar Express CANCELED for 2020) See website for
details. Westbrook Lane Station, 55 Plaza Road, Kingston.
845-332-  4854; catskillmountainrailroad.com 
Dec. 6 Saugerties Holiday in the Village: Community
Holiday Celebration throughout the Village. Market, Main
and Partition streets. 
Noon-5 p.m. 119 Main St., Saugerties. 845-246-1337;
info@discoversaugerties.com; discoversaugerties.com 
Dec 6, 31  ONLINE EVENTS – Ars Choralis Annual
Holiday Concert: Dec. 6 - 4 p.m. Through the magic of
audio and video editing, the full  complement of singers –
united in song from their homes –  will bring the concert to
an appropriate close singing Barbara  Pickhardt’s and
Johanna Hall’s Peace on Earth. New Year’s Eve Concert:
Dec. 31, 6 p.m. In the tradition of Ars Choralis’s New
Year’s  Eve concerts of unity and compassion, this year we
explore the centuries-long struggles of marginalized
Americans by interweaving  words of hope and resolution
from multi-cultural civil rights leaders with images and
music.  845-679-8172; arschoralis.org 
Dec. 11-12 Mendelssohn Club Christmas Concerts –
CANCELED  
Dec 12 Photos With Santa: Have your pet's photo taken
with Santa Claus by a professional photographer for a $5
donation to the Ulster County SPCA. Reservation required.
Visit our Facebook page to select a time slot for your 15
minute photo session (15 minutes per pet). Facebook:
/ulstercountyspca/events/ 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Ulster County
SPCA, 20 Wiedy Road, Kingston. 845-331-5377;
ucspca.org  
Dec 11-13  Holiday Lane: Join us for a socially distanced
holiday shopping event in Saugerties. Shop clothing, jew-
elry, gifts, accessories, home products. Enjoy drinks and
food from The Dutch. Fri. Dec. 11th: 2-7 p.m.; Sat. Dec.

12th: 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun. Dec. 13th: 11 a.m.- 4  p.m. Sponsored by
Destination Saugerties. destinationsaugerties.org;
dutchalehouse.com.  
Dec. 12  “The Winter Hunt: Bears, Stars and Snow:” Join
Historic Huguenot Street for a walk with guide Justin Wexler to
learn all about  local native people and their relationship with the
environment. Historic Huguenot Street, 81 Huguenot St., New
Paltz. 845-255-  1889; info@huguenotstreet.org;
huguenotstreet.org 
Dec 13  Annual Holiday Food & Toy Drive: Hot cocoa, coffee
and fresh baked cookies to go. Donate new unwrapped toys, food
items,  personal health and beauty items or monetary donations to
benefit The Rondout Valley Food Pantry. 1-4 p.m.  Dec. 12: Santa
will  tour the High Falls Fire District, 9 a.m.-noon. High Falls
Firehouse, 1 Firehouse Road, High Falls. 845-687-0435 
Dec. 19, 20 Uptown EVERY Weekend: Give a gift from
Kingston. Sponsored by Kingston Uptown Business Association.
kuba.network 
Dec. 18-19  71st Annual Living Nativity at the Old Dutch
Church, Kingston –  CANCELED  
Dec. 20 Frozendale in Rosendale, Rosendale – CANCELED 
Ongoing ONLINE EVENTS - Pine Hill Community Center:
Sign up for virtual yoga, learn to speak Spanish, watercolor, pilates
and more. 845-  254-5469; pinehillcommunitycenter.org 
Dec 20 Frozendale in Rosendale – CANCELED.  
Dec/ 31 Third Annual New Year’s Eve Event: The Haunted
Shanley Hotel invites you to celebrate the New Year with our kind
of spirits. Visit website for details. The Haunted Shanley Hotel, 56
Main St., Napanoch. 845-2107-3112; thehauntedshanleyhotel.com 

Tri-Valley CSD Board Meeting
December 3, 2020 

December 17, 2020.

Tri-Valley CSD Board Meetings are going
to be on YouTube Live.  Here is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkl2
24vKQ8nAWhR6NVao24w

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkl2
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COVID-19 Cases at 
Lake Huntington Business, 

With More Exposures Possible
Lake Huntington, NY - An event at The Nutshell, a bar at 6692
Route 52 in Lake Huntington, has resulted in at least six COVID-
19-positive infections since the middle of this month. Sullivan
County Public Health Services determined that an individual,
who subsequently tested positive for coronavirus, attended the
gathering during their infectious period. 

Public Health Services is advising anyone who was at that
location on the following dates that they may have been exposed
to coronavirus:

• Evening of November 14 into the morning of November 15

“Reports indicate few to no attendees were wearing masks, so
many people may have been exposed,” said Public Health
Director Nancy McGraw. “If someone thinks they have been
exposed and develops symptoms, they should self-quarantine for
14 days and call their healthcare provider if symptoms develop,
or call Sullivan County Public Health Services at 845-292-5910.”

The NYS Department of Health has been told by The
Nutshell's owner that the business is now closed and will remain
so for at least the rest of the year.

Contact investigations are ongoing; anyone who tests positive
will go into mandatory isolation, and as close contacts are iden-
tified, they are encouraged to seek a test and ordered into manda-
tory quarantine. For an updated list of testing locations, visit
www.sullivanny.us.  

COVID-19 Cases at Walmart,
With More Exposures Possible 

Monticello, NY - Sullivan County Public Health Services has
confirmed that two Town of Thompson Walmart employees have
tested positive for COVID-19 and may have exposed others
while working. 

Public Health Services is advising anyone who was at
Walmart, 41 Anawana Lake Road, Monticello during the follow-
ing dates and times that they may have been exposed to coron-
avirus:

• November 16 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• November 17 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• November 18 from 4 a.m.-4 p.m.
• November 19 from 4 a.m.-4 p.m.
• November 20 from 4 a.m.-4 p.m.

“It is possible that a significant number of people have been
exposed, due to the busyness of that store,” said Public Health
Director Nancy McGraw. “If someone thinks they have been
exposed and develops symptoms, they should self-quarantine for
14 days and call their healthcare provider, or call Sullivan County
Public Health Services at 845-292-5910.”

Multiple COVID-19 Cases
at Callicoon Restaurant 

Callicoon, NY - At least four COVID-19 cases at Peppino's
Restaurant in Callicoon have been confirmed by Sullivan County
Public Health Services. 

Public Health is advising anyone who was at the restaurant,
located at 31 Lower Main Street in Callicoon, during business

hours on the following dates that they may have been exposed to
coronavirus:

•    November 14
•    ovember 15
•    November 16
•    November 17

“Four employees have tested positive thus far, and we antic-
ipate there will be more cases,” said Public Health Director
Nancy McGraw. “If someone thinks they have been exposed and
develops symptoms, they should self-quarantine for 14 days and
call their healthcare provider, or call Sullivan County Public
Health Services at 845-292-5910.”

Contact investigations are ongoing; anyone who tests posi-
tive will go into mandatory isolation, and as close contacts are
identified, they are encouraged to seek a test and ordered into
mandatory quarantine. For an updated list of testing locations,
visit www.sullivanny.us.  

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.
Possible symptoms of COVID-19 include one or more of the fol-
lowing:
•   Fever or chills
•   Cough
•   Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
•   Fatigue
•   Muscle or body aches
•    New loss of taste or smell
•   Sore throat
•   Congestion or runny nose
•   Nausea or vomiting
•   Diarrhea

If someone is showing any of these signs, seek emergency
medical care immediately:
•   Trouble breathing
•   Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
•   New confusion
•   Inability to wake or stay awake
•   Bluish lips or face

For more information on coronavirus, go to https://sullivan-
ny.us/departments/publichealth/coronavirus or  https://coron-
avirus.health.ny.gov/home.

https://sullivan-ny
https://coron-avirus
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To be
Announced

To be
Announced

To be
Announced

As New York begins to open allowing churches to once have
services, we  encourage our readers to contact their individual

church or parish  for updated information. 

http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com

If you wish to download this week’s Church bulletin
from St. Peter’s, Libert, NY please go to: / http://comanco-

comando.50megs.com/stpeters/bulletin

http://comanco-comando
http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
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ARTISTS • CRAFTERS
Need a website? 

Call us at  845-985-0501
email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com

or visit our Virtual Mall   
gnomehome.net

AL-ANON MEETINGS-  http://www.al-anon.alateen.org
Mon- 7:00 p.m. United Methodist Church,  170 N. Main Street,

Liberty • Thurs- 7:00 p.m. Immacu-late Conception Church Annex, 
6317 Rt 42, Woodbourne

Sat- 8:00 p.m.  United Methodist Church,  170     
N. Main Street, Liberty

VETERANS always Free search of the Archives for fam-
ily or history of Sullivan County at the  

Sullivan County Museum, 
265 Main St., Hurleyville, NY.  

For information call 845-434-8044.

SUUJI  WA TANSU NI KAGIRU
answer

Ans to last week’s Crossword

Claryville Volunteer Fire Department
will be hosting 

a Defensive Driving Course
Claryville Volunteer Fire Department will be hosting a Defensive Driving

Course on Saturday, January 9th 2021 at 9:00 am.  
The cost of the class is $40.00 per a person, payable to the Claryville Vol.

Fire Department.  
(The fee covers your registration and workbook materials)

Registration is required.  To sign up call Chief VanDenberg at 985-2943
NO LATER than December 31st.

Claryville Volunteer Fire Deparment (Warren Cole Fire Hall)

Sign up for a Catskill Fly Fishing Museum
Education Program 

in December! (From Pg. 13)
Fly Tying For Beginners

Join Nicole March, of The Quilted Tyer for a morning of fly tying in the Wulff
Gallery. This 3 hour class will focus on fly tying for the absolute beginner, and no
previous fly tying experience is required! So if fly tying is something you have
been on the fence about or if you are simply looking to experience something new;
this may be just the class for you!

After a brief discussion on fly tying, as well as a few examples of the fly vs.nat-
urals we often try to imitate; we will begin with some basic techniques and tie up
a few fly patterns that you can take home.
3 hour class All materials included  8 person limit - class will be held indoors,
masks required $45 non members $40 members Sunday December 6, 2020 10am-
1pm

Join us for Sullivan 180's Walkthrough
Wednesdays at Peace Love & Lights

Sullivan 180's Walkthrough Wednesdays at Peace Love & Lights at Bethel
Woods Center for the Arts will be every Wednesday starting November 25th
through December 30th. The walkthrough will start at 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Walkthrough Wednesdays allows guests to explore the beautiful holiday lights dis-
play up close and personal, out of the car, and in the midst of the magic before cars
arrive. 

Admission is $5, or bring a new unwrapped toy to be donated to the Sullivan
County Federation for the Homeless and get in for free (first come first serve
basis).

Sullivan 180 is also challenging our community to get 500 residents to walk the
one-mile route over the course of the six Wednesdays. If we reach this goal, a cash
donation of $500 will be made to the Federation and matched by Liberty NY
Rotary Club!

For more information on Sullivan180's Walkthrough Wednesdays please see
the flyer below, and for other Peace Love & Lights offers or to purchase tickets,
please visit: Bethel Woods Center for the Arts 

Tri-Valley CSD Board Meeting
December 3, 2020
December 17, 2020.

Tri-Valley CSD Board Meetings are going to be on
YouTube Live.  Here is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkl224vKQ8nA
WhR6NVao24w

http://www.al-anon.alateen.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkl224vKQ8nA
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Madness of the Q
Virtual Booksigning 

on Thursday
Hi all - in this topsy turvy pan-
demic world, why not have a
book launch about fictional
global madness?  That's exactly
what we're doing with Gray's
new thriller Madness of the Q
and we hope you can join us vir-
tually! 

When:  Thursday, 12/3 - 3:30-
4:30 pm (ET)
Where: Zoom (Gray will be at
Liberty Public Library, NY)
Register:  Email lib@rcls.org,
ask for the link to Gray's Book
Launch                    

Pre-sales available at Amazon.com, Barnes&Noble.com.
Signed copies available directly from Gray or if you're nearby,
at the Liberty Public Library.  Hope to see you online on 12/3
- and do spread the word! 

Early Praise:
o “Madness of the Q is a wild and breathless pursuit with Sam
Teagarden on the run, desperate to connect with the right peo-
ple and evade the wrong ones from New York to Israel to Italy
to Germany in a non-stop plot that reminds us of Dan Brown,
Ludlum, Fleming, and maybe even a bit of Umberto Eco.” -
Best-selling author Thomas Perry, [The Butcher's Boy, The

Burglar, A Small Town]
o “This would make for an exciting movie in the Dan Brown
genre.  It's a thrilling story that you'll be glued to from start to
finish!” - Eyes on World Cultures

More About Madness of the Q
o Everyman hero and math professor Sam Teagarden returns
for another breath-taking escapade. He debuted in Flight of the
Fox, a political thriller where an encoded document risked
changing American history. Now, Professor Teagarden is
recruited into explosive mayhem, sparked when an ancient bib-
lical parchment is unearthed at a middle-Eastern archeological
dig. 
o When news of the Q Document's discovery leaks,
Jonestown-style suicides erupt across the globe among two fer-
vent groups who alternately fear or cheer that it may repudiate
the foundations of Christianity.
o Professor Teagarden is recruited to decode the Q Doc, and
finds his life threatened by the competing parties. Worse yet,
government protection falls apart, leaving him alone and on a
mad chase to outsmart sectarians and their opposing atheist
cult.

Stay well everyone,
Gray and Lisa

graybasnight@gmail.com / 917-796-9834 / www.graybas-
night.com
lweiss@lweiss.com / 917-922-8601

PS  Here's the zoom link - just  click on  the link on Thursday
at 3:30 pm (ET):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89606363751?pwd=WjhaYzF5NE
NSVFp3Y0ZMd HA1VWp0QT09 [Meeting ID: 896 0636
3751, Passcode: 577867]

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89606363751?pwd=WjhaYzF5NE
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Did you answer NO to ALL QUESTIONS?
Access to Sullivan County Government facilities

APPROVED.
Thank you for helping us protect you and others during this

time.

Government Center Access
Will Now Require Screening

Office Operations, Meetings Will Continue
Monticello, NY - Effective Monday, November 30, all visitors to
the Sullivan County Government Center in Monticello will be
screened for COVID-19 exposure prior to conducting business in
the building. Except for public meetings, all visits must be by
appointment.

“This is a precautionary step,” explained County Manager Josh
Potosek. “Sullivan County is seeing a steady increase in coron-
avirus cases, which I anticipate will continue and possibly acceler-
ate during and after the holidays. We cannot afford to have this
virus spread unchecked through our government facilities, so we're
remaining vigilant.”

Anyone coming to the Government Center must be there for an
office appointment, to buy Move Sullivan bus tickets, or to attend
a meeting. No loitering will be allowed, and all visitors must wear
masks and appropriately social distance, unless medical conditions
require otherwise. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO VISIT IF
YOU HAVE A FEVER OR OTHERWISE DO NOT FEEL WELL.

Upon arrival in an office or at a meeting, visitors will be asked
a series of screening questions and will be required to provide their
name and a phone number or email address by which they can be
reached by Public Health in case of COVID-19 exposure. This
information will be kept strictly confidential.

“Our other County facilities already operate in this manner or
are closed to the public,” noted Potosek. “By taking this action, I
hope to avoid repeating the kind of shutdown we experienced at
the outbreak of this pandemic. We want to continue welcoming the
public in as safe and convenient a manner as possible.” 
Screening questions are below and may be published/shared
freely:

YES NO
Have you experienced any of the following 

symptoms in the past 48 hours:
o fever or chills
o cough
o shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
o fatigue
o muscle or body aches
o headache
o new loss of taste or smell
o sore throat
o congestion or runny nose
o nausea or vomiting
o diarrhea
Within the past 14 days, have you been in 
close physical contact (6 feet or closer for a
cumulative total of 15 minutes) with:
o Anyone who is known to have 
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19? OR
o Anyone who has any symptoms consistent with 

COVID-19?
Are you isolating or quarantining because you 
may have been exposed to a person with
COVID-19 or are  worried that you may be
sick with COVID-19?

Are you currently waiting on the results 
of a COVID-19 test?

Have you been to one of the states that are under 
the Governor's quarantine order in the last 14 days? 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory 
If yes: do you have proof of your 2 negative Covid screens? 

Why wear a
mask?

Out of respect. 
When you wear a mask you are saying,   

I respect my neighbors. 
When you wear a mask you are saying,  

I respect nurses and doctors. 
When you wear a mask you are saying,   

I respect other people. 

We all need to show respect to one another in diffi-
cult times. 

Wearing a face covering is a small inconvenience
to protect others. We have gotten through this crisis
by standing together and doing the right thing. The
right thing - the respectful thing - is to wear a mask.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
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PLEASE CONTACT  A MEMBER OF EACH ORGANIZATION FOR UPDATES ON OPENINGS 

Town of Denning  - http://www.denning.us
Town of Neversink - https://townofneversink.org

12/8     Town of Denning Board/Business Meeting  6 pm  Denning Town Hall

TOWN OF OLIVE MEETINGS ARE AS  FOLLOWS:
Unless otherwise noted, all Town Board meetings are held at the Town Meeting Hall, Bostock Road, Shokan at 7:00 pm.  Town
Board Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month with the audit/workshop meetings being held the Monday  preceding
the second Tuesday.
Town of Olive Planning Board meets the first and third Tuesdays  of  each month. Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Town
Hall on Bostock Road, Shokan, NY.  You can contact the Town Building & Zoning Department to confirm a meeting date if you
would like to attend at 657-2015.  If there is nothing on their agenda, they will cancel meetings.

Tri-Valley Elementary School
WANTED:

Local establishments to display student  KINDNESS artwork  
Contact Penny Hennessey in the Main Office  at 985-2296  ext. 5306 

or  pennyhennessey @trivalleycsd.org.
All artwork and frames  will be provided by the District  

and refreshed  bi-annually. 

Save the Date!
.

Matthew Bertholf's 10th Anniversary Memorial Horseshoe Tournament Sunday, July 11, 2021 
Neversink Fire Department Pavilion.

Claryville FD
Volunteers Needed for

Associate and Active Members
Please contact Chief VanDenberg

at claryvillefd@gmail.com 
for any questions 

News from Olive Free Library
Thursday, December 10th at 7:00 p.m. Join Cynthia Nikitin,
co-Founder of the Friends of the Emile Brunel Studio and
Sculpture Garden, on a journey through the life and times
of our Town's most remarkable, yet least well-known, early
20th century resident and uncover the history behind the
remarkable statuary and artworks installed in this unique
setting. Zoom link to register for this event. 

Gentle Yoga with Kathy Mondays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays
at 9 a.m.

Suggested donation of $4 per class. You can make your
donation by PayPal or by check mailed to the library (PO
Box 59, West Shokan, NY 12494). We understand that this
is a difficult time for people, and you may not be able to
pay, but we would still like you to join the class. Any dona-
tions will be very much appreciated to keep the class going.

You are welcome to do both classes but you will need to
register for each day separately. The links will remain the
same for all the classes in May.

Monday Yoga Class: (Zoom)

Wednesday Yoga Class: (Zoom)
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email

containing information about joining the class. 

Online Singing Circle (Zoom)
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.

Open to all who enjoy the joy of singing-the more the
merrier. Have a great time together/apart on Zoom!

Wonderful harmonies start to happen and sometimes we sing
again and then we just keep on singing.

For information on how to sign up: 
845-657-2482
helpdesk@olivefreelibrary.org
olivefreelibrary.org

While the library's in-person programs are on hold, we're
reaching out to our OFL community to see what kinds of vir-
tual programs our patrons might like to offer. If you have an
idea for a program, please fill out this short online Program
Proposal form at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc8A950YZhk
g6to0GqwURZ2uQzwPRaSAo3bo2XFZvnOCNC1g/view-
form

OLIVE FREE LIBRARY
4033 Route 28A
West Shokan, NY 12494
845-657-2482
helpdesk@olivefreelibrary.org
olivefreelibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday - Wednesday - Friday: 11:00 a.m-4:00 p.m.
Tuesday - Thursday: 2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Our mailing address is:
Olive Free Library
4033 State Route 28A
West Shokan, NY 12494-5107

http://www.denning.us
https://townofneversink.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc8A950YZhk
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DEC Releases Final Statewide
Trout Stream Management Plan

Science-Based Plan with 
Angler Input will Improve

Management of Wild
and Stocked Trout

Draft Regulations Proposed to
Implement Key Plan Provisions

Including Year-Round Catch-and-
Release Season and Revising
Regulations to Make Them 

Easier to Understand
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today released the State's
final Trout Stream Management Plan that will improve the man-
agement of trout streams across the state. The final plan is the
product of extensive public engagement and sound science that
embraces simplicity, encourages angler participation, and recog-
nizes the value of managing trout streams for self-sustaining
populations of wild trout. In addition, to support the implemen-
tation of the Trout Stream Management Plan, today DEC issued
proposed regulations that are available for public comment until
Jan. 25, 2021.

"DEC has reimagined the management of one of New York's
most prized and renowned natural resources to ensure our trout
streams continue to be healthy and provide excellent fishing
opportunities for years to come," Commissioner Seggos said.
"For the best possible management plan, DEC sought out the
input of anglers, biologists, and other fisheries experts. The
result is a balanced approach to manage these varied resources
in accordance with their biological and recreational potential to
meet the desired outcomes of a broad and diverse trout stream
angling public. DEC looks forward to implementing the new
Trout Stream Management Plan to enhance wild and stocked
trout management and the habitats that support them to benefit
current and future anglers."

Significant aspects of the plan are the result of more than 20
public meetings held with anglers in 2017 to identify desired
outcomes for the state's numerous and diverse trout streams.
The plan covers a broad spectrum of management areas and
angler interests associated with trout stream management in
New York. To view the plan and the categorization of managed
trout stream reaches visit DEC's website.

The management plan draws a distinct line between stocked
and wild trout management and prioritizes habitat management
as the primary tool to improve and restore wild populations of
trout. It also creates the foundation to learn and build upon for
continuous improvement of the State's trout stream fisheries
resources, solidifying DEC's commitment to protecting and pro-
moting the health of wild trout fisheries.

The plan also takes into consideration the hundreds of thou-
sands of New York anglers who enjoy the State's ongoing stock-
ing efforts and balances protecting natural populations while
supporting a robust hatchery network and partnerships that
expand recreational opportunities and meet anglers' diverse
needs. The plan extends the duration of stocking on select
stream reaches, increases the size of stocked fish, and ensures

that each stocking contains some fish that are 12 inches or larg-
er. It also seeks to improve the vigor of hatchery brown trout for
increased survival.

Anglers would also be provided with the ability to fish year-
round through the creation of a statewide catch-and-release sea-
son. DEC has preliminarily concluded that fishing during the
spawning season will not result in negative fishery impacts, and
DEC will evaluate the potential impact of the catch-and-release
season with a study on select streams.

Joe Fisher, Chairman of the New York State Conservation
Council (NYSCC), said, "The NYSCC and the NYSCC fish
committee applaud DEC's Trout Stream Management Plan and
the regulations proposal. It is an excellent plan and will make
New York State one of the leaders in trout management in North
America for years to come!"

Chris Wood, President and CEO of Trout Unlimited, said,
"Trout Unlimited welcomes and commends the DEC's Trout
Management Plan as a new approach to trout management. Trout
Unlimited is committed to achieving healthy, self-sustaining
trout populations, and we fully support the guiding principles of
the Plan to strive for naturally reproducing populations of wild
and native trout while providing diverse fishing opportunities.
The elimination of stocking over wild populations of trout in
many streams and the focus on habitat restoration as a result of
the Plan is a significant step for coldwater conservation. Trout
Unlimited shares the DEC's interest in basing management deci-
sions on sound science, and we look forward to working togeth-
er to restore New York trout streams and to assist in the assess-
ment of trout populations to ensure that management changes are
having a positive effect on wild trout recovery."

DEC seeks continued angler engagement to support efforts
moving forward, including developing a new angler-friendly
interactive map for information on stream reach management and
fishing access locations. DEC will also expand public outreach
about the significance of wild trout populations and the water
they inhabit.

The proposed regulations are published in the State Register
today and are available on DEC's website. DEC is accepting pub-
lic comments on the proposed rule changes from Nov. 25, 2020,
to Jan. 25, 2021, by emailing: regulations.fish@dec.ny.gov.

Mystery Donation of Ivory  
On Nov. 7, ECOs Lovgren and Michalet responded to a call

from a thrift store in Manhattan that received several bags of
what appeared to be carvings made from ivory from an anony-
mous donor. The manager of the thrift store took to social media
to find out who would be best to contact about inspecting the sus-
pected ivory and that led her to DEC. ECOs Lovgren and
Michalet inspected the contents of the donation and confirmed it
to be genuine ivory. All ECOs are trained to identify ivory and
other items from endangered species. Of the 500 pieces donated,
the majority were found to be imported from India and Hong
Kong. The sale of ivory is prohibited by law, except with a per-
mit from DEC in very limited circumstances and the donation of
ivory is severely restricted except under a permit from DEC.
DEC's Division of Law Enforcement, along with Federal Agents,
have hosted Ivory Crush events in Times Square and Central
Park over the years to bring awareness and deter the illegal com-
mercialization of ivory. Though many protections are in place
globally, the fight against the illegal commercialization of ivory
continues and New York City is one of the main hubs for the sale
of ivory in North America. For more information on the illegal
sale of ivory and frequently asked questions visit DEC's website.
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To register your child go to:
https://danielpiercelibrary.org/dpl-family-tree-ornament-event/

https://danielpiercelibrary.org/dpl-family-tree-ornament-event/
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Note from Governor Cuomo
Dear Townsman Readers,

I hope you had a nice Thanksgiving weekend. We
are entering a new phase in the war against COVID, and
therefore a new strategy is required. We need to ensure that
hospitals have enough capacity and enough staff to deal with
the fall and winter surge that is upon us. Tonight's update
will be longer than usual, so bear with us, as the details are
significant.

The Winter Plan to combat the COVID surge is
multi-tiered and puts to good use the hard-won lessons we
learned from the spring. First, we will manage hospital
capacity to enhance and equalize care. Second, we will
increase and balance testing resources and availability.
Third, we will keep schools open safely. Fourth, we will try
to prevent viral spread that stems from small gatherings. And
fifth and finally, we will operationalize an equitable and safe
vaccination program. (You can read more about the plan
here, but many key aspects of it are included below.)

A vaccine is coming and this crisis will end. But
until that happens, we must not overstress our hospital sys-
tems so we can save lives. That is the point of the Winter
Plan, but it's also a mission we all must get behind. We've
been through the worst but we're not done yet.

Charts of the Day: The rise in COVID hospitaliza-
tions is not limited to one area of New York. In fact, we can
see it in every region of the state.

Here's what else you need to know about the Winter Plan:

1. The State Department of Health is implementing new
emergency hospital measures to manage capacity. Hospitals
are directed to identify retired medical staff, prepare to add
50 percent bed capacity, and confirm they have the manda-
tory 90-day stockpile of PPE, among other measures. 
2. The State will refine the criteria for Yellow, Orange and
Red Zones. The refinement will take into account important
factors including the rate of hospitalizations, available hos-
pital and ICU beds, and hospital staffing, and is part of our
larger strategy of protecting hospital capacity. These
changes will be implemented after experts evaluate any
"post-Thanksgiving effect" in the COVID numbers. 
3. If a hospital system is overwhelmed, we can pull an
"Emergency Stop." In addition to the three existing micro-
cluster zone levels (Yellow, Orange and
Red), New York will add a new "Emergency
Stop" level, which will effectively put that
area under the NY on PAUSE guidelines
from the spring. This new level would be
used if a hospital system in that area was at
serious risk of becoming overwhelmed.   
4. The State will encourage school districts
to keep schools open, particularly K-8
schools. Our efforts will be focused on keep-
ing K-8 and Special Education open as long
as it can be done safely-using sustainable,
ongoing testing. While local school districts
are able to close at levels under the State's
mandatory closure rule, they are urged to
keep K-8 schools open whenever it is safe.
5. Small gatherings have now been identified
as the number one spread of COVID-19. At
least 65 percent of all cases come from these

settings and sixteen states, including New York, have already
limited gatherings to no more than 10 people. While the gov-
ernment's ability to monitor small gatherings is limited, pub-
lic education on the safety concerns of small gatherings is
crucial. Help us spread the word on the danger these gather-
ings pose.

6. It will likely be months before a critical mass of vaccina-
tions becomes available. Even though a vaccine is expected
to be released in the coming weeks, we're still a while away
from having a vaccine that is widely available. As the State
operationalizes vaccine distribution, we continue to base our
plan on three pillars: Fairness, Equity and Safety. 

Here's what else you need to know tonight:

1. The statewide positivity rate was 4.57 percent yesterday.
There were 6,819 positive cases from 148,974 tests reported
yesterday. The positivity rate in the micro-cluster focus areas
was 6.22 percent. Excluding these areas, it was 4.02 percent.
2. Total hospitalizations rose to 3,532. There were 681
patients in ICU Sunday, up 14 from the previous day. Of
them, 325 are intubated. Sadly, we lost 54 New Yorkers to the
virus. 
3. Elective surgeries in Erie County will be temporarily halt-
ed on Friday. Currently, the region has the most critical hos-
pital situation in the state. Stopping elective surgeries will
free up hospital beds. Elective surgeries consist of surgeries
that are scheduled in advance.  
4. Contact tracers allow people to know if they've been
exposed. This is important for the safety of the individual and
the greater community. If you are contacted by a NYS contact
tracer, please pick up the phone-if you have caller ID, it will
read "NYS Contact Tracing." Help them do their jobs and
keep all of us safer.   
"Deep Breath Moment": Iron Chef winner Peter Kelly cooked
up gourmet Thanksgiving meals for seniors living in public
housing in Yonkers, NY. On Thanksgiving, Chef Kelly deliv-
ered 300 to-go meals, full of Thanksgiving favorites, to resi-
dents who were homebound and unable to see their families
over the holidays. Chef Kelly, who owns the restaurant X2O
in Yonkers, wanted to give back to the community where his
culinary journey began.  

Ever Upward,
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
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As Record Numbers of New
Yorkers Face Food Insecurity,
Gillabrand Urges Congress to

Invest $6 Billion to Meet
Growing Nutrition Needs 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -   U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
held a video press conference to urge Congress to invest $6
billion in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) in the Fiscal Year 2021
Agriculture Appropriations bill. Nationwide, 1 in 5 parents
do not have enough to feed their children. Millions of
Americans, especially women, continue to be affected by
widespread business closures and subsequent job loss and
more low income households are relying on social safety nets
to feed themselves and their families. WIC providers have
reported increased need due to the pandemic and economic
crisis, including in New York, where they have experienced
a 3% increase in cases since February. With a resurgence of
COVID-19 cases across the country threatening public health
and economic recovery, ensuring that WIC is fully funded is
more critical than ever to keep low-income women, infants,
and children fed. 

DEC Releases Draft Statewide Deer
Management Plan

Plan Would Help Guide Current and
Future State Deer Management Using

Science and Public Input
Public Comments Accepted until Dec. 28

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos today announced the
release of a draft Deer Management Plan for New York State
for public review and comment. The plan builds upon the
progress made by DEC's first deer management plan,
released in 2011, and will guide DEC's deer management
actions to balance natural resource protection, public safety,
and recreational and economic interests for the next 10 years.
The draft plan is available on DEC's website and public com-
ments will be accepted through Dec. 28, 2020.
"With this draft management plan, DEC is taking innovative
steps to improve deer management for the benefit of deer,
deer habitat, and New Yorkers," Commissioner Seggos said.
"We are seeking new ways to address overabundant deer in
urban and suburban areas, provide relief to farmers and for-
est owners experiencing deer damage, protect New York's
deer from the potential devastation of Chronic Wasting
Disease, and enhance our great deer hunting traditions."
The draft plan details a new method for setting deer popula-
tion objectives that integrates an assessment of deer impacts
on forests with public preferences for deer population
changes. It emphasizes new and adaptive approaches for
harvesting antlerless deer by recommending strategic
hunting season and tag changes in rural landscapes where
additional harvest is needed and developing new opportu-
nities for community-based deer management in suburban
and urban landscapes.

A summary of the accomplishments from the first plan,
many of which have become integrated into DEC's deer man-
agement program, is also included. In addition, the plan pro-
vides greater transparency into the processes behind deer
management including the methodology for setting Deer
Management Permit (DMP, antlerless tag) quotas and the cal-
culations for estimating annual deer harvest totals. Finally,
this plan identifies a series of statutory recommendations that
would improve deer management capacity throughout New
York.
Significant elements of the Draft Plan include:
o Establishing desired deer population trajectories (more
deer, fewer deer, stay the same) for 23 regions of the state by
aggregating existing deer management units, including deer
impacts on forest regeneration with new tools like AVID (see
below), and considering public preferences for deer popula-
tion change;
o Monitoring deer populations for diseases such as Chronic
Wasting Disease and taking steps to reduce disease risk;
o Recommending several hunting-related changes to pro-
vide additional hunter opportunity such as a Southern Zone
holiday hunt, special seasons to meet local objectives, and
increasing antlerless harvest where deer population reduction
is warranted;
o Maintaining a voluntary approach for letting young bucks
go and re-evaluating the existing mandatory antler restriction
program for consistency with hunter values and management
objectives;
o Encouraging voluntary use of non-lead ammunition (such
as copper) by deer hunters to reduce human and wildlife
exposure to lead by ingestion;
o Pursuing regulatory mechanisms to improve the Deer
Management Assistance Program and Deer Damage Permit
program so landowners and municipalities can reduce deer
damage and deer-human conflicts;
o Providing technical assistance for community-based deer
management including local hunting programs,
suburban/urban hunter-training workshops, and other man-
agement tools;
o Exploring the potential for a small grants program to
assist communities in developing local deer management
plans and implementing actions from those plans;
o Promoting the Assessing Vegetation Impacts of Deer
(AVID) protocol for citizen science monitoring of deer
browse impacts on forests; and
o Better understanding and addressing public values and
interests regarding deer populations, impacts, and deer man-
agement decisions.

Comments on the draft plan should be sent to
wildlife@dec.ny.gov (using "Deer Plan" in the subject line)
or by mail to: DEC Deer Management Plan, NYSDEC, 625
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4754. The public comment
period closes on Dec. 28, 2020. After reviewing public com-
ments on this draft, DEC will amend the plan before adopting
and publishing a final version. Some recommendations will
require new or amended state regulations and these regulato-
ry proposals will be subject to an additional public comment
period during the formal rulemaking process.

As noted, the draft plan contains a proposed regulation
change to extend the late bow and muzzleloader season in the
Southern Zone to include the period from December 26 to
January 1. DEC received several thousand comments through
Nov. 8, 2020 on this proposed regulation, and those com-
ments are presently under review as part of that public regu-
latory process.
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Public Health Advisory
Individual Tests Positive for COVID-19;

Possible Exposures at Liberty Diner
Liberty, NY - Sullivan County Public Health Services has confirmed that a patron at the Liberty Diner tested positive for COVID-
19 and may have exposed others while visiting during their infectious period. 
Public Health Services is advising anyone who was at the diner, located at 30 Sullivan Avenue in Liberty, during the following
dates and times that they may have been exposed to coronavirus:

o           November 21 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
o           November 22 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
o           November 23 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
o           November 24 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
o           November 25 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.

“The restaurant has been and is following appropriate coronavirus protocols, including frequent sanitizing, distancing of tables,
dividers between tables, and mask-wearing of staff as well as customers when entering and leaving the diner. However, due to the
need to remove masks to consume food, it is possible that others may have been exposed,” said Public Health Director Nancy
McGraw. “If someone thinks they have been exposed and develops symptoms, they should self-quarantine for 14 days and call
their healthcare provider, or call Sullivan County Public Health Services at 845-292-5910.”

The virus that causes COVID-19 most commonly spreads between people who are in close contact with one another (within
about 6 feet, or 2 arm-lengths). It spreads through respiratory droplets or small particles, such as those in aerosols, produced when
an infected person coughs, sneezes, sings, talks, or breathes. These particles can be inhaled into the nose, mouth, airways, and lungs
and cause infection. This is thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

COVID-19 seems to be spreading easily and sustainably throughout communities in many affected geographic areas of the
county. Community spread means people have
been infected with the virus in an area, including
some who are not sure how or where they became
infected. (CDC, Nov. 2020).
Contact investigations are ongoing; anyone who
tests positive will go into mandatory isolation, and
as close contacts are identified, they are encour-
aged to seek a test and ordered into mandatory
quarantine. For an updated list of testing locations,
visit www.sullivanny.us. 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to
the virus. Possible symptoms of COVID-19
include one or more of the following:
o           Fever or chills
o           Cough
o           Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
o           Fatigue
o           Muscle or body aches
o           Headache
o           New loss of taste or smell
o           Sore throat
o           Congestion or runny nose
o           Nausea or vomiting
o           Diarrhea

If someone is showing any of these signs, seek
emergency medical care immediately:
o           Trouble breathing
o           Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
o           New confusion
o           Inability to wake or stay awake
o           Bluish lips or face

For more information on coronavirus, go
to:
https://sullivanny.us/departments/publichealth/

coronavirus
or  

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home. 
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“KNARF'S CLASSIC
MOVIE & TRIVIA”

LEST WE FORGET ON THIS DAY DECEMBER 7,
1941 OUR DAY OF INFAMY WE HONOR OUR
SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN THAT HAVE PRE-
SERVED OUR FREEDOMS BY THEIR SACRI-
FICE, WE PRESENT World War II in Color
2009TV-MA 1  Season Political TV (Release year:

2009) shows footage of the most dramatic moments from World War II
restored in color and high definition for this historical documentary series.
Starring: Robert Powell. Rare footage, state-of-the-art colorization and
newly uncovered documents are used in this examination of the strategies
and battles of World War II.   Episode 1 of Season 1. The Gathering Storm
51m, With the Great Depression sapping the will of Western democracies to
intervene, Mussolini and Hitler are able to grab and expand their powers
Episode 2 of Season 1. 2. Lightning War 51m, This installment shows how
the Nazis developed a terrifying new military tactic called Blitzkrieg, which
caught Poland, Britain and France unprepared. Episode 3 of Season 1. 3.
Britain at Bay 51m, In July 1940, Hitler has victory in sight, but Britain,
using its brilliant team of code crackers and specially trained spies, begins to
fight back. Episode 4 of Season 1. 4. Hitler Strikes East 51m, Hitler's gen-
erals are horrified when he expresses his intention to invade Russia, leading
to history's largest-scale tank battle. Episode 5 of Season 1. 5. Red Sun
Rampant 51m, Franklin Roosevelt declares December 7, 1941, "a date
which will live in infamy" after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor forces the
U.S. into the war. Episode 6 of Season 1. 6. The Mediterranean and North
Africa 51m The war in North Africa, critical due to its location and oil
reserves, starts well under Rommel's leadership but soon deteriorates for the
Axis. Episode 7 of Season 1. 7. Turning the Tide 51m Both the Allies and
the Nazis engage in a brutally deadly and protracted back-and-forth battle to
strike a knockout blow that will end the war. Episode 8 of Season 1. 8. The
Soviet Steamroller 51m July 1943 and Hitler's failure on the Russian
front becomes clear as his forces fall mercy to the vast Soviet war machine.
Episode 9 of Season 1. 9. Overlord 51m Charting the careful, laborious
planning of the campaign to invade France and the secret plan that success-
fully misled Hitler about the invasion site Episode 10 of Season 1.10.
Closing the Ring 51m As Britain and Russia begin to close their pincers
around Germany, the true extent of the Holocaust and its gruesome death
camps is revealed.   Episode 11 of Season 1. 11. The Island War 51m, On
the Pacific front, horrific conditions in island jungles and mountains slow the
Allied advance against Japan to a meter-by-meter death match. Season 1. 12.
Victory in Europe 51m The end is in sight as British and American forces
cross the Rhine while Russian troops simultaneously push through Poland
and into Berlin. Episode 13 of Season 1. 13. Victory in the Pacific 51m
Believing that Japan will never surrender, the Truman administration drops
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, forcing a grim finale to the war.

(Contd. Pg. 32)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

HONEY FOR  SALE

B & D Apiary’s
100% New York Honey

Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Bob 845-551-8081 or

Don 845-807-1036

Sell  your  handcrafted  items
online  from  your  own  

l itt le  virtual  shop  
at  the  Gnome  Home  Mall

Interested? Send an email to: 
thegnomehome@yahoo.com

Visit:  http://www.gnomehome.net

Join  the  virtual  world  
and  have  some  fun!  

Help your local business  grow
Advertise locally in the 

The Townsman!

Classified ads - $6.00 
for the first 20 words/

20 cents each additional word 
1” Boxed ad (1” x 3”) - $7.50 per week  

Business card ad ( 2” x 3”) $15.00 per week  
(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 

(3” x 6”) - $45.00
(4” x 6”) -  $60.00

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 
(6” x 8”) - $120.00

1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 
Full Page - 8” x10” - $160

Low  Rates  and  High  Visibility!

... a virtual mall supported by local
artists and crafters 

http://www.gnomehome.net
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KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE #2 
The Christmas Chronicles

(PG · 2018 · 1hr 44mi Fantasy/Family)
What a refreshing, hilarious fantasy romp, through the

spirit of the human kindness called Christmas. The wonderful

musical performances are a pleasant surprise in conveying the
love of the soul, as the energy of the soul creates the feeling of
“THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS,” called CHRISTMAS.  We
honor the celebration of Christ's birthday,  bringing love to

humanity for over two thou-
sand years giving us hope to
face our realities. The film
shows the value of fairytales
in creating a positive
impression when making
children laugh and under-
stand the material, and spiri-
tual aspects of their reality.
The film is spreading love
and Christmas cheer.
Entertaining, with a comical bucket of monkey's fun-attitude of
enjoying the human spirit. Not one boring moment in delivering
the “fun,” of love, to humanity. Don't miss the fun of two adoles-
cents catching Santa, by surprise on video. Directed by Clay
Kaytis, derived  from a screenplay by Matt Lieberman.
Starring, Kurt Russell as Santa Claus, Judah Lewis as
Teddy, Darby Camp as Kate, Lamorne Morris as Officer
Jameson,

KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE #3

The Christmas Chronicles II
(PG · 2020 · 1hr 44min · Fantasy/Family)

YOU BETTER WATCH OUT, YOU BETTER NOT CRY,
YOU BETTER NOT POUT, I’M TELLING YOU WHY?

The Christmas Chronicles: Part Two. Unhappy over her mom’s
new relationship, a now-teenage Kate runs away and lands at the
North Pole, where a naughty elf is plotting to cancel Christmas.
Written and directed by Chris Columbus (Home Alone, Harry
Potter) and co-starring Goldie Hawn, THE CHRISTMAS

CHRONICLES 2 is an action-packed adventure for the whole
family that's full of heart 

Stay safe, the very best to you, and yours, 
Knarf Odnamoc, 
Gnome




